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Learning Outcomes 

Camera 
Operator

Knowledge Skills Attitudes 

Basic knowledge of the role and 

responsibilities of a camera operator in 

the film industry.

Define ‘camera operator’ Awareness of the important 
role a camera operator 
plays in the film industry

Factual knowledge of the 
characteristic skills required by a 
camera operator in the film industry

Identify the different names that 
can be given to a camera operator, 
depending on which industry they 
work in

Awareness of the key roles 

and responsibilities of the 

camera operator

Basic knowledge of equipment used 
by the camera operator, including 
camera lenses, dollies, camera cranes, 
and mobile mountings.

Describe the key roles and 
responsibilities of camera operator

Awareness of different 
industry terminology that 
can be used to describe a 
camera operator

Theoretical knowledge of the ability of 

the camera operator to shoot scenes 

based on the vision of the director. 

Define and differentiate between 
the ‘focus puller’ and the ‘clapper 
loader’

Willingness to be flexible 
when working on different 
productions, depending on 
their size

On completion of this module, you will gain the following 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes: 



What is a Camera Operator?
■ A camera operator is the person who sets up 

and frames the cameras for film, television and 
video shoots.

■ These professionals have to be creative and 
imaginative, in order to be able to create good 
framing with the camera that allows viewers to 
feel emotions.



What is a Camera Operator
■ She is responsible for the setup and operation of the 

recording equipment and has the primary objective of 
ensuring and performing proper image capture. 

■ Depending on the type of production and audiovisual 
piece to be recorded, this professional will be 
responsible for the framing, the choice of shots and 
camera movements (either with handheld camera, 
tripod, drones or stabilizers) or, in the case of large 
productions, these functions will be segmented.



What Skills Do You 
Need as a Camera 

Operator? 

5

Creativity

Imagination

Precision 

Observation 
capacity 

Dedication

Hand-eye 
coordination



Basic concepts of a 
camera operator 

Framing Shot
The frame is the fragment 
of space captured by the 
lens of a camera.

The shot refers, in 
filming, to everything we 
record with the camera 
from the moment we start 
recording until we stop it.



Framing

Camera framing is the placement and position of 
the subjects in your shots. Shots are all about 
composition. Rather than pointing the camera at 
the subject, you need to compose an image. For 
filmmakers and videographers, a major 
consideration for framing is the number of subjects 
you feature in your shots, and their physical 
relationship to each other and the camera



Framing

Considerations when camera framing a shot:
-Size: the size of your subject has a direct relationship to 
the importance of that subject.
-Relationships when we see more than one character in a shot, 
we are meant to acknowledge their relationship.
-Balance a "balanced" frame includes elements on the left and 
right side of the frame.



The most important:

An extreme long shot contains a 
large amount of landscape. It is often 
used at the beginning of scene or a 
film to establish general location. A long shot Contains landscape but 

gives the viewer a more specific idea 
of setting. It may show the viewer the 
building where the action will take 
place, for example.

Framing



A full shot contains a complete view 
of the characters. From this shot, 
viewers can take in the costumes of 
characters and may also help to 
demonstrate the relationships between 
characters.

A mid shot Contains characters from 
the waist up. From this shot, viewers 
can see the character´s faces more 
clearly as well as their interaction with 
other characters. This is also know as 
a personal shot 

A close-up  Contains just one 
character´s face.This enables viewers 
to understand the actor´s emotions and 
also allows them to feel empathy for 
the character. This is also known as a 
personal shot. 

Framing



A extreme close-up Contains one 
part of a character´s face or the other 
object, this type of shot creates an 
intense mood and provides interaction 
between the audience and the viewer. 
It is often used in horror films.

Framing



This is the time from the beginning of 
the recording until it is finished. It 
starts from the moment the director 
indicates "action" until it ends. For this 
reason, it is common to divide the 
different attempts to achieve a scene 
into takes. Later, all these takes will 
be evaluated by the director to 
determine which of them is the most 
suitable for the final editing.

Shot

A The number of takes to achieve 
a good scene will depend on 
many factors such as the skill of 
the actors or the demands of the 
director. 



It is important for a camera operator 
to not only know the technical aspects 
of his job, but also to have the 
necessary skills to generate quality 
content. 

It is not only technical 
skills that matter...

In this sense creativity and observation skills are 
key to generate good content. The films must be 
able to convey emotions to the viewers. 



-Choosing the right framing 

How to take a good shot?

-Using the rule of thirds; is one of the most basic 
and important rules to remember when shooting 
your film. Instead of placing subjects in the middle 
of the frame, artists, photographers, and 
filmmakers use the rule of thirds to position their 
subjects and actors to make the shot look more 
interesting. 



How to take a good shot?
-Consider colors, lighting 
and balance in the shots

-Play with camera shot 
angles



How to take a good shot?
AND THE MOST IMPORTANT…

THINK ABOUT WHAT YOU 
WANT TO CONVEY!



Learning Activity 1:  Scare me!



Learning Activity 1:  Scare me!

• Step 1: The idea of this activity is to think of a shot that conveys fear. 
You must think about how the sequence should be to scare the viewer. 
It is a 10-second recording, which will be used for the promotion of a 
horror-themed amusement park. In the shot there will be no sound, 
only images.

• Step 2: The first thing you need to think about is where your shot 
would be set. Would it be set in a dark forest or a dank basement? 

• Step 3: Think about the story that would be told in the shot, will there 
be people in the shot? How many people and what would they be 
doing? Would it be empty? 



Learning Activity 1:  Scare me!

• Step 4: Think about what framing you are going to use. Would you 
keep the same framing throughout the shot? What elements would you 
include in the frame to convey a sense of fear?

• Step 5: How would you play with colors, camera angles and other 
cinematographic resources?

• Step 6: Once you have all the camera resources thought out, write 
everything down in detail on a piece of paper. And at the end of the 
sheet write down 5 feelings you wanted to transmit with that shot.

• Step 7: Re-read the shot composition, think now about the emotions 
you have just written and check that your shot conveys all of them. 
Make any changes you want if you think it's necessary.  



Case Study: Celine McJerney

Click on the picture to watch Celine experience and challenges 
of being a camera operator

https://www.dropbox.com/s/jxqzmvleaehvo2r/WIFI_IO2_IRELAND_1.mp4?dl=0


Case Study: Celine McJerney

De-briefing 
Question 1

Celine talks about her 
passion for filming and doing 
what she really loves. What 
do you love the most about 

this profession?

De-briefing 
Question 2

Celine talks about one of the 
main difficulties she faces is 

the weight of the camera. 
What would be for you the 
biggest difficulty of working 

in this male-dominated 
sector? 

De-briefing 
Question 3

Celine talks about the 
existence of a volunteer 
platform in Ireland that 

promotes the participation of 
women in the film industry. 

Do you think there is a need 
for this type of 
organisations? 



Start  filming 

■ If a career in camera 
operator is something 
you are interested in, you 
should start filming.

■ Get a camera! no matter 
the price, no matter the 
quality of the recording.

Tips to enter the Camera Operator 
profession: 

Learn the Business

■ Learn all about the 
filming process. 

■ watch movies, 
commercials, TV 
shows... focus on the 
details and the way they 
are recorded. 

■ Try to reproduce what 
you have observed with 
your home camera.

Find a good training center

■ If it's your passion... you 
start studying! 

■ Find a training center 

■ Get trained and start 
working on your passion! 



Opportunities of being a 
Camera Operator

You can make a 
difference to the gender 
imbalance that exists 
within this industry.

The seventh art can 
transform society; it 
has the capacity to 

influence social 
opinion.

You will entertain viewers, 
but you can also educate 
them through educational 

content.



Gender Imbalance in the camera operator 
profession - Did you know? 

Only 23.5% of camera operators 
in the U.S., the largest film 

industry, are women. • 23.5% of all Camera Operators are women, while 72.3% are men.
• The average age of an employed Camera Operator is 37 years-old.
• The most common ethnicity of Camera Operators is White (64%), 

followed by Hispanic or Latino (15.7%) , and Asian (9.2)

Source: Camera operator statistics and facts in the US



Gender Imbalance in the camera operator 
profession - Did you know? 

Source: Camera operator statistics and facts in the US

Camera Operator Gender Over Time USA.

This data shows how men 
predominate in the Camera 
Operator position over time.



Gender Imbalance in the camera operator 
profession - Did you know? 

Camera Operator Gender Over Time USA.Is one of the 
professions 
within the 

industry with the 
greatest gender 

inequality.

Source: Camera operator statistics and facts in the US

Camera Operator Male to Female Ratio USA.



Learning Activity 2: 
Find the end  



Learning Activity 2:  Find the end

• Step 1: You are the camera operator of a drama movie in which the main character dies. In 
this activity you will have to decide how will be the final sequence of the movie. The recording 
will last 1 minute.

• Step 2: The first thing you have to think about is the emotions you want the ending of the film 
to convey. Do you want it to convey joy despite the death of the main actor? Do you want it to 
convey suffering? 

• Set 3: Choose the frame at the end of the film. Where is it set? 

• Set 4: Think about what will happen at the shot. Would there be people at the shot? How 
many people and what would they be doing? Would it be empty? 



Learning Activity 2:  Find the end

• Step 5: Think about what framing you would use. Would you keep the same framing 
throughout the shot? What elements would you include in the frame?

• Step 6: How will you play with colors, camera angles and other cinematographic resources?

• Step 7: Once you have all the camera resources clear, write everything down in detail on a 
piece of paper. 

• Step 8: Repeat all the above steps and create an alternate recording for the movie. You can 
try to generate the same feelings, or this time try to look for different feelings. 

• Step 9: Compare both endings and choose the one that you think conveys more emotion. Why 
did you choose that one? 



Useful Resources – Top Tips 

How to be a better Camera 
Operator

■ Check out this tips to help 
you become a better 
Camera operator

■ https://filmcameracourse.wor
dpress.com/2012/02/03/how-t
o-be-a-better-camera-operato
r-part-1-mindset/

Women as Camera 
Operators or “Cranks”

■ Article that analyzes the 
evolution of women in this 
profession. 

■ https://wfpp.columbia.edu/ess
ay/women-as-camera-operat
ors-or-cranks/

Career Information

■ Camera Operator; career 
information

■ https://www.thebalancecareer
s.com/camera-operator-5254
60

Article addressing gender 
inequality in the industry 

■ “This Is Why You Don’t 
See More Women Behind 
the Camera”

■ https://www.glamour.com/stor
y/this-is-why-you-dont-see-m
ore-women-behind-the-camer
a

FILM AND VIDEO CAMERA 
OPERATORS

■ Some facts about the 
profession and its 
employability

■ https://www.nbjobs.ca/occup
ations/occupational-profiles/5
222/film-and-video-camera-o
perators

Film Careers:

5 Tips for Becoming a 
Professional Camera 
Operator

■ https://www.masterclass.com
/articles/film-careers-how-to-b
ecome-a-camera-operator#w
hat-is-the-difference-between
-a-camera-operator-and-a-cin
ematographer



End of Module Camera 
Operator

De-briefing 
Question 1

Is it possible to 
eliminate gender 

inequality in the film 
industry in the future?

De-briefing 
Question 2

What can women bring 
to this profession? 

Are there differences 
between men and 

women in the mindset 
that could affect the 

results of the shooting?

De-briefing 
Question 3

What advantages has 
been a camera 

operator over another 
profession? 
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